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PIMPOLHOS ESCOLA DE SAMBA

RIO DE JANEIRO,  BRAZIL

Carnaval 
Interativo



Applications 
The deadline for applications is 29 November 
2011. Application forms and additional 
information are available online at:  
www.aaschool.ac.uk/rio2011 and applications  
can be submitted to:  
visitingschool@aaschool.ac.uk
 All participants travelling from abroad are 
responsible for securing any visa required  
for entry to Brazil, and are advised to contact 
their home embassy early. After payment  
of fees, the AA School can provide a letter 
confirming participation in the workshop.
 
Accommodation & Costs
The AA Visiting School requires a fee of £695 
per participant, which includes a £50  
Visiting Membership, payable online at:  
www.aaschool.ac.uk/rio2011. Fees  
do not include flights or accommodation,  
but accommodation options can be advised. 
Students need to bring their own laptops,  
digital equipment and modelmaking tools. 
Please ensure this equipment is covered by your 
own insurance as the AA takes no responsibility 
for items lost or stolen at the workshop. 

More Information
Programme Director 
Franklin Lee, Anne Save de Beaurecueil
Visiting School Director
Christopher Pierce  
Visiting School Coordinator  
Karina Joseph
T +44 (0)20 7887 4014 
F +44 (0)20 7414 0782
E visitingschool@aaschool.ac.uk 
Architectural Association School of Architecture
36 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3ES 

http://rio.aaschool.ac.uk

Carnaval Interativo

6–15 December 2011
Pimpolhos Escola de Samba,  
Rio de Janeiro

The programme will work to empower Carnival culture 
within the decaying port of Rio de Janeiro, in an attempt 
to counteract the real-estate pressures that are threat-
ening to displace Carnival float fabrication from its 
current location near the Sambodromo. Based at the 
Pimpolhos Samba School port warehouse, the work-
shop will collaborate with local float designers and 
fabricators to invent a new type of interactive Carnival 
float that will redefine the relationship between perform-
ers and spectators. Knowledge and expertise from local 
artisans will be combined with computational design 
techniques, such as Grasshopper associative design, 
processing and Arduino, as a means to conceive new 
float designs for the people of the Samba culture.
 A branch of the Grande Rio Escola de Samba, 
Pimpolhos is a children’s Carnival School which pro-
motes the building of floats and costumes inspired by 
contemporary art and the creative use of recycled 
materials. The Visiting School will produce one of their 
floats for the 2012 Carnival, combining the theme of 

little Africa in the Port Area with an appeal to govern-
ment officials to integrate current float fabrication 
warehouses into their development proposals as an 
economically valuable cultural attraction.
 The workshop will incorporate Carnival float fabri-
cation techniques, re-purposed Carnival float pieces 
and other found objects. At the same time it will  
be supported by new digital fabrication processes  
such as CNC and laser-cutting, which will be used  
to make elements such as moulds for the local builders’ 
casting techniques. Before the workshop, there will  
be a symposium in the Cidade de Samba on 22 Sep-
tember, with talks by city officials, samba school 
directors and digital fabrication experts. This will be 
followed by a month-long online design forum, where 
participants will post initial design competition entries 
and exchange ideas in preparation for the workshop 
in December. The final phase will be the parading  
of the float during Carnival!
 The workshop is open to current architecture and 
design students, PhD candidates and young profes-
sionals. All applicants should submit a CV, portfolio  
and a competition proposal for the initial float design.


